
CRM1246—Introduction to Law and the Legal System 
Assignment Rubric – 100 points 

 

 
 Unacceptable 

(below standards) 
Acceptable 

(meets standards) 
Good 

(occasionally exceeds 
standards) 

Excellent 
(frequently exceeds 

standards) 
Introduction 

 
Papers should have an 
introduction that states the 
purpose of the paper 
(thesis) and conveys the 
main topics and sub- 
topics. The legal issues 
should be clearly stated. 

Introduction does not 
convey topics, subtopics, 
or a thesis statement. The 
legal issues are unclear. 

 
 
 
 
 

0–6 points 

Introduction conveys a 
topic, vague subtopics, 

and a general thesis 
statement. The legal 

issues are clearly stated 
but lack detail. 

 
 
 

7 points 

Introduction clearly 
conveys topic, subtopics, 

and a general thesis 
statement. The legal 

issues are clearly stated in 
sufficient detail for the 

reader's understanding. 
 
 

8 points 

Introduction strongly 
conveys topic, subtopics, 

and a specific thesis 
statement. The 

introduction clearly and 
specifically details the 

exact legal issues of the 
case. 

 
9-10 points 

Focus and Organization 
 
Papers should be 
organized into topics and 
sub-topics. 

Paper is not logically 
organized and lacks 
transitions between 

sentences and 
paragraphs. Single- 
spaced, poor or no 

paragraphing. 
 
 

0–6  points 

Paper discusses topics 
and subtopics but is poorly 

organized; student 
attempts to provide 

transitions. Paragraphing 
needs improvement. 

 
 
 

7 points 

Paper discusses topics 
and subtopics and is well- 

organized with clear 
transitions between topic- 

centered paragraphs. 
 
 
 
 

8 points 

Paper clearly discusses 
topics and subtopics; it is 
strongly organized with 

transitions linking all 
topics. 

 
 
 
 

9-10 points 

Recognition and 
Analysis of the Legal 
Issue 

 
Papers should identify the 
applicable concepts of law 
and jurisprudence. Critical 
thinking skills are clearly 
demonstrated. 

Little to no effort made to 
discern or apply concepts 
of law with only summary 

and no analysis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0–33 points 

Some effort made to 
discern or apply concepts 

of law. At least one 
concept is addressed. 

Gives a cursory analysis. 
 
 
 
 

34–39 points 

Significant effort made to 
discern or apply concepts 
of law and jurisprudence. 

Analysis vs. 
demonstrating critical 

thinking. 
 
 
 

40–45 points 

The work is exemplary in 
providing a 

comprehensive effort 
made to discern or apply 

concepts of law and 
jurisprudence. A thorough 

analysis demonstrating 
critical thinking skills. 

 

45–50 points 
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Assignment Rubric – 100 points 

 

 
 Unacceptable 

(below standards) 
Acceptable 

(meets standards) 
Good 

(occasionally exceeds 
standards) 

Excellent 
(frequently exceeds 

standards) 
Conclusion 

 
Papers should have a 
conclusion that 
summarizes what was 
found during the research 
and clearly states a finding 
supported by legal 
principles 

Conclusion does not 
reiterate and support 
thesis statement. The 

finding is not clear and is 
not supported. 

 
 
 
 

0–6  points 

Conclusion reintegrates 
key concepts and 

reinforces the thesis 
statement. The finding is 

sufficiently clear and 
supported by at least one 

legal argument. 
 
 

7 points 

Conclusion reflects a 
strong review of key ideas 
that clearly relates to the 

thesis statement. The 
finding is clear and fully 

supported by legal 
principles. 

 
 

8 points 

Conclusion strongly 
reflects key points and 

integrates these ideas with 
the thesis statement. The 
finding is well-crafted and 
fully supported by legal 

principles. 
 
 

9-10 points 

Grammar and 
Mechanics 

 
Proper writing is required 
even of new college 
students, and the best 
effort is expected. 

Grammatical, punctuation, 
and spelling errors 

significantly interfere with 
reading the paper. 

 
 
 

0–6  points 

Few grammatical, spelling, 
and punctuation errors 

occur in the paper and do 
not interfere with reading 

the paper. 
 
 

7 points 

Grammatical, spelling, and 
punctuation errors rarely 
occur in the paper and do 
not interfere with reading 

the paper. 
 
 

8 points 

The paper is virtually free 
of grammatical, spelling, 
and punctuation errors. 

 
 
 
 

9-10 points 

Style, Citations, and 
References 

 
Basic criteria regarding 
word count, double- 
spacing, font, and 
references have been 
published. Original 
wording is preferred over 
direct quotes, especially 
long quotes. 

Heavy reliance on long 
quotations over own 
words. Not scholarly 

written. First-person style. 
Under 300 words for this 
500-word assignment. 
Single-spaced. Use of 

Notepad or other plain-text 
version interferes with 
reading and grading. 

 
 

0–6 points 

More than one quote 
greater than 25 words. 
Scholarly style needs 

improvement. 400–500 
words. Double-spaced. 

Word processing does not 
interfere with reading or 
grading. Any research 
sources are credited. 

 
 
 

7 points 

Style errors are rare. 
Paper is written in a 

scholarly style. Meets 500 
word requirement. Few 
direct quotes are used, 

and all are properly 
credited. Double-spaced, 
with topical headings. Any 

research sources are 
credited. Paper is easy to 

read and grade. 
 

8 points 

Few, if any, stylistic errors. 
Paper is written in a 

scholarly style. Meets or 
exceeds 500 word count 
requirement. Few direct 
quotes are used, and all 
resources are properly 

credited. Double-spaced, 
with topic headers. 

 
 
 

9-10 points 

 


